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    April 2020 
Dear Members, 
 
 
Message from the Chairman 
I hope that you and your families are keeping well in these unusual times. While it is not 
possible to meet, we still wanted to keep in touch with you and therefore have put together 
this topical newsletter. We hope that you enjoy and look forward to seeing each other again 
as soon as a new ‘normality’ returns. It is hard to say how long these exceptional 
circumstances may last, but we should be grateful for this wonderful weather and beautiful 
springtime. It has certainly taken the sting away from these new rules that we must observe, 
until then stay safe and enjoy!  
 
FBC AGM is postponed 
Though many Companies have opted to arrange their AGMs online the Finnish Business Club 
as a networking organisation has decided to postpone the previously scheduled meeting 
on the 27/4 until it will be safe again to gather together.  
 
Keeping in touch from a distance 
We human beings are social creatures; we enjoy meeting 
one another and often prefer to carry out our business 
face to face. The current crisis has turned many of us to 
home based satellites of organisations. The technology 
has been available to facilitate virtual meetings for quite 
some time, but it hasn’t been adopted by everyone, as 
challenges do exist. 
 
Many of our members are working for global companies, 
IT and others, with embedded online based cultures with 
high level of operational efficiency. However, for SMEs, 
keeping the businesses running during the times of social 
distancing may not be that straight forward. 
 
Video conferencing, data transfer, design collaboration to 
name but a few are examples which all require enough broadband speeds. SMEs and 
employees are often situated in areas where lack of infrastructure can be a real problem. 
 
Even if the line speeds were there, skills and lack of online culture can be an issue. We heard 
from one of our committee members who works for LinkedIn that they provide online training 
videos. This Learning path provides a number of free lessons to allow users to learn how to 
use tools such as Skype, Zoom, WebEx, and Bluejeans. 
 
Adapting is critical to survival 
It is fascinating to read stories of how many companies have averted the crisis and spotted 
new opportunities to develop their businesses.  
 
The most successful companies have all, to some extent, reinvented themselves over time to 
respond to changing opportunities and threats. Not only that, but they recognise that change 
is constant and that forward planning and a systematic approach pay dividends. 
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Highly tuned and efficient global supply 
chains have recently proven 
themselves vulnerable, and this has 
manifested in shortages of critical 
items such as personal protective 
equipment.  
 
The COVID crisis represents a 
massive change to individuals and 
organisations, and it will test our ability 
to adapt and collaborate collectively 
and globally. 

Family life is impacted too  
Lockdowns have made many of us, sitting at home glued to our computers and phones, more 
dependent than ever on big tech companies. Saying that, it has also given many of us a rare 
opportunity to spend time with our families. 
Parents have temporarily been given a bigger role in supporting teachers to educate their 
children whilst the schools are closed. It is fascinating to witness the number of online tools 
that are available to help with learning math, languages, etc. Over the distance, teachers can 
structure, supervise and even control their pupils’ tasks and ensure that they have been 
carried out in a timely manner and to an acceptable standard.  
Getting children to do their homework has not become any easier, and one must give credit 
to the teachers as to how challenging their everyday work really is. 
 
Statistical Insight into COVID 19 
While some of you might feel overloaded with news and statistics, for those of you interested 
we have managed to source a detailed analytical report that allows comparisons across 
countries, etc. We have included the most recent figures from Ireland and Finland in the 
template, but much more interactive data is available through the link. This report uses SAS® 
Viya to visualize metrics and trends related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Use this interactive 
report to track the outbreak please use Google Chrome to achieve the best visual results.  
 

 

 
 
If you have any comments or wish to give feedback please contact our Secretary at 
ferguskehily@hotmail.com.  
 
Hyvää pääsiäistä, Happy Easter!  
The Committee, Finnish Business Club 

Helsingin	Sanomat:	Toilet	roll	design	cakes	have	generated	huge	demand	for	a	bakery	in	Finland 


